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Jeffers Foundation

 Jeffers Foundation was formed for the following purpose: “... to provide for direct primary education and the development of primary education principles, models, and curricula aimed at teaching our young persons the value of wise stewardship of natural resources, the need to maintain a balance between population and the resources available to sustain and nourish it, and the means and methods which will ensure conservation and preservation of natural resources for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.”  Jeffers Foundation is committed to use a certain percentage of its assets annually to support projects and activities which fulfill that purpose.

Eligible Applicants

This opportunity is available to schools that have not attended a residential environmental learning center in the past two years or are in jeopardy of losing their annual Wolf Ridge trip due to unforeseen financial circumstances.  

While Jeffers Foundation grants are aimed at supporting programs that serve elementary students Pre-school to grade 6, the Jeffers Foundation may consider applications from secondary schools and organizations provided the project directly involves elementary age students or where it can be shown that elementary age students would be the primary beneficiaries of the program. All applicant organizations must have 501c3 status or be a governmental subdivision of the State of Minnesota.

Timelines

Schools attending 

Application


Awards

Wolf Ridge during

Deadline


Announced

January - June

November 1


December

Sept-Dec


March 1


April 

Monitoring of Program

One requirement of a Private Operation Foundation such as Jeffers is that board members be actively engaged in all projects being funded by the foundation. Site visits could be made to the site of the school or agency receiving a grant. 


To:        Wolf Ridge ELC and Jeffers Foundation

From:   


Date:               

Subject: Application for Jeffers Foundation Partnership Grant

Applications should include the following:

Section 1:  Application Signature Form







A. Application signed by authorized representative

B. Names and roles of planning team 

Section 2:  Description of Proposed Wolf Ridge Experience

A.  Provide a brief summary of the proposal. It should answer the questions - What is the project?  What are your environmental education goals?  How will your Wolf Ridge experience help accomplish those goals? 

B. How will you know you have accomplished these goals?

C. How will you implement the Wolf Ridge experience into your classroom?

D. What type of activities do you plan to use with your students prior to your visit to Wolf Ridge?

E. Please list any other environmental education activities/experiences in which your students currently participate.    

Section 3:  Proposed Budget Form






 A.  Complete enclosed budget form indicating proposed expenditures, and    

       Requested Jeffers Grant Amount

Section 4:  Evaluation Process 




A. Describe how you plan to evaluate the success of your Wolf Ridge experience.
  

Questions about this initiative may be directed to: Pete Smerud, Wolf Ridge – 218-353-7414 or pete.smerud@wolf-ridge.org.

Application Signature Form

Section 1:

Contact Information

Name of Organization       

Name of Authorized Grantee Representative:      
Address:        

         City:       

                     Zip Code:      
Phone:       
Fax:           





E-mail:      
% of school receiving free-and-reduced lunch:

Names and Roles of Planning Team

1.      







2.      












3.      
4.      
Grade Levels Targeted:                      


Previous Environmental Education Experience: Has your school and/or grade level participated in an RELC experience at any environmental learning center within the past three years: If yes, when and where was the last trip?

Projected number of participants:      
Requested Jeffers Grant:  $     
	The following  representative hereby endorses this application, 

  ______________________________________________________________________

  Signature of Authorized Representative

  ____________________

                  Date


The original signed copy of the application and attachments should be delivered to:

Pete Smerud, Wolf Ridge Environmental Learning Center

6282 Cranberry Rd., Finland, MN  55603

Section 2: Description of Proposed Wolf Ridge Experience

 (Not to exceed two pages)

Section 3: Proposed Budget Form

Budget and Match: Applicants might need to provide up to 50% cash match as determined by Wolf Ridge based on individual circumstances.

Cash Match: Donations to your project from organizations and/or individuals, 

(I.e. Service Clubs, Parent Teacher Organizations, Environmental Groups, Business partners, Parents, Students, or School Budgets) or through Wolf Ridge Calendar sales. 

Proposed Expenditures: 

	
	A
	B
	C
	D

	Project Activity
	Jeffers Fund Request
	Cash Match
	Source of Match
	Total Cost

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


	TOTAL
	     
	     
	     
	


Section 4:  Evaluation Process (not to exceed one page)





(We will also furnish the following information directly to Jeffers Foundation and Wolf Ridge as part of the evaluation process)




As a part of the evaluation process, every school that participates in the residential program will be asked to complete a Residential Program Evaluation and a Liaison Evaluation.  Our staff also meets with every lead teacher in person for a Lead Teacher Interview, typically on the school’s day of departure.  The evaluations and the interview summaries from schools receiving grant funding will be made available to the Jeffers Foundation.

Endorsement of Application by Wolf Ridge

____We hereby endorse this grant application and recommend approval by Jeffers Foundation.

_______________________________________         Date: _______________

Authorized Wolf Ridge Representative

Approval of Project by Jeffers Foundation

Grant application approved in the amount of $___________

_______________________________________________    Date:______________  

Authorized Jeffers Foundation Representative

